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Editorial 
 

Suffering 
 
As our lives continue on our journey in this 
world I think that most of us can relate to 
how it feels to suffer, whether it is an illness 
or loss of a job, a conflict with family or 
neighbors, we all at some point find that we 
are suffering, some more than others. 
 
The dictionary defines suffering as: the 
bearing of pain, inconvenience or loss,  
 
…but it does not say the intensity…how 
much is how much?   We know that the 
perception of a situation is different for 
different people but then suffering is pain 
and pain can be a lot or a little, but again we 
are dealing with perceptions. 
 
Given our current situation in this world I 
thought it would be helpful to look at what 
our Bibles say of suffering, help us to 
prepare for what may come.  The Bible, 
when we are hurting is a good place to turn 
to and find some comfort.  As it happens this 
subject is very deep and profound, so we 
will take just a peak at some of the why and 
wherefores. 
 
This month let us explore more of what the 
Bible instructs us on suffering.  

 
Let’s begin our study… 
 
This month’s project 
All references are from the KJV available for free on the 
internet. 

 

1 Peter 4:12 (KJV)  “Beloved, think it not 
strange concerning the fiery trial which is 
to try you, as though some strange thing 
happened unto you:” 

James 1:2 (KJV)  “My brethren, count it all 
joy when ye fall into divers temptations;” 

James 5:10 (KJV)  “Take, my brethren, the 
prophets, who have spoken in the name of 
the Lord, for an example of suffering 
affliction, and of patience.” 

2 Corinthians 4:17 (KJV)  “For our light 
affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory;” 

  

Read each of the chapters of these book to glean the 
context of each of the verses, this will help you in your 
study and in working the puzzles. 
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Across 
 1 Reluctance (8) 

 2 Many in number (8) 

 5 Censured in terms of contempt; 

upbraided (10) 

 7 Good will; any act of kindness 

(7) 

 9 A minister of Christ, whose duty 

is to dispense the provisions of the 

gospel (8) 

 11 A person through whom a deity 

is believed to speak (7) 

 14 "But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are 

____ of Christ's sufferings;..." (9) 

 15 To have borne what is painful, 

distressing (8) 

 16 Detestable; lothesome; unclean 

(10) 

Down 
 1 Wherefore let them that suffer according to the 

will of _____ commit the keeping of their souls to Him 

in well doing, as unto a faithful Creator. (3) 

 3 Earnest; excited; glowing (7) 

 4 The body, as distinguished from the soul (5) 

 6 Feasting with noisy merriment; carousing (10) 

 7 "Yet if any man suffer as a _____, let him not be 

ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf." (9) 

 8 To prove by a test (3) 

 9 Unusual; causing surprise (7) 

 10 Command; direction (4) 

 12 Carnal desires (5) 

 13 Afflictions or temptations that exercise and prove 

the graces or virtues of men (5) 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

1 Peter 4 
Puzzle 1 



James 1 
Puzzle 2 

Across 
 1 "If any of you lack _____, let him 

as of God, that giveth to all men...." 

(6) 

 2 Different; various (6) 

 4 Not steady; inconstant; irresolute; 

wavering (8) 

 6 "But let him ask in ____, nothing 

wavering." (5) 

 7 Trial; enticements to evil (11) 

 12 A greater quantity than is wanted; 

superabundance (11) 

 13 "Blessed is the man that endureth 

temptation: for when he is tried, he 

shall receive the _____ of life, 

which..." (5) 

 14 "But whoso..., he being not a 

forgetful hearer, but a ____ of the 

work, this man shall be blessed in his 

deed." (5) 

 15 To sustain without breaking or 

yielding to force or pressure (8) 

 16 "Then when lust hath conceived, it 

bringeth forth ____: and...." (3) 

 

 

 

   1 Being in doubt (8) 

 3 "For the wrath of man worketh not the ______ 

of God." (13) 

 5 Exact accordance with that which is (5) 

 8 Endurance without murmuring or fretfulness. 

The quality of bearing offenses and injuries 

without anger or revenge. (8) 

 9 To tempt; to allure; to lead astray (7) 

 10 Worthless; having no substance, value or 

importance (4) 

 11 "My brethren, count it all ____ when ye fall 

into divers temptations;" (3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



James 5  
Puzzle 3 

  Across 
1  An error or mistake; an 
imperfection (6) 
3  A solemn declaration made with 
an appeal to God for the truth in 
what was affirmed (4) 
5  A state of pain, distress or grief 
(10) 
6  The state of being older; seniority 
(6) 
9  "Is any....is any merry?  let him sing 
_____." (6) 
12  One that foretells the future 
events (8) 
13  "Take, my brethren, the prophets, 
who have spoken in the name of the 
Lord, for an example of suffering 
affliction, and of _____." (8) 
14  Confess your faults one....the 
effectual ______ prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much." (7) 
15  Producing a desired effect (9) 
 

 
 

 

  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1  Deception (5) 
2  The act of declaring one guilty and dooming him 
to punishment (12) 
4  A farmer (10) 
7  What prophet prayed that it would not rain on 
the earth for three years and six months? (5) 
8  "A prayer of _____ shall save the sick, and the 
Lord shall raise him up; and..." (5) 
10  Corrupted (8) 
11  Putrefied; spoiled; bribed (9) 
 
  
 



2 Corinthians 4 
Puzzle 4 

Across 
 1 Not able to find the right way (4) 

 3 Celestial bliss (5) 

 6 To result (7) 

 7 The seat of the affections and 

passions as of love, joy, grief etc. (6) 

 9 For we preach not _____, but 

Christ Jesus the Lord; ..." (9) 

 11 Understanding to the truths of 

the gospel (7) 

 13 Favorable influence of God in 

renewing the heart and restraining 

from sin (5) 

 14 Pertaining to this life or this 

world; secular (8) 

 16 Dexterity in devising and 

effecting a purpose (10) 

 17 Persecution; adversity; calamity 

(10) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Down 
 1 "In whom the god of this world hath blinded the 

minds of them which believe not, lest the _____ of 

the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, 

should shine unto them." (5) 

 2 Subject to death (6) 

 3 "But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that 

the excellency of the power may be of ____, and not 

of us." (3) 

 4 Rejected (9) 

 5 Moral sense (10) 

 8 "We are _____ on every side, yet not distressed; 

we are perplexed, but not in despair;" (8) 

 10 "For which cause we faint not; but though our 

outward man ____, yet the inward man is renewed 

day by day." (6) 

 12 Abandoned (8) 

 15 "For our light affliction, which is but for a ____, 

worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 

weight of glory;" (6) 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



Just for Fun 

 Elias 

 Enticed 

 Faith 

 Fervent 

 Flesh 

 Hearts 

 Husbandman 

 Joy 

 Manifold 

 Moment 

Mortal 

 Oath 

 Oracles 

 Partakers 

 Patience 

 Prophets 

 Psalms 

 Redound 

 Renounced 

 Reproached 

 

  

 Abdominable 

 Cankered 

 Charity 

 Christian 

 Conscience 

 Corrupted 

 Divers 

 Doers 

 Effectual 

 Elders 

 Enmity 

 

  

 Revellings 
 Suffered 
 Superfluity 
 Trial 
 Troubled 
 Wavering 
 Will 
 Wisdom 
 



 
 
 

“For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for 
your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye 
do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is 

acceptable with God.” 
       

     

                    

 

Commentary 
 

Apostle Peter doesn’t seem to have hid any punches 
when instructing of the suffering that Christians would 
encounter on their walk with Christ.  It is inevitable, 
he says in 1 Peter 4:12 

 “Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery 
trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing 
happened unto you:”   

He then goes on to say rejoice for the suffering!   

 

It is also interesting to note that suffering may have 
some requirements.  For instance, I can’t just decide 
to put myself into misery to gain more favor with God 
for it doesn’t work that way as 1 Peter 2:20 points 
out.  But one question which we have not answered 
yet is why? 

 

The Bible instructs a great deal of the suffering we 
may encounter, but as a novice I always thought that 
the reference was for persecution of choosing Christ 
and we were to stand fast for the glory of Jesus.  
However, if we look at the book of Job, well he wasn’t 
persecuted for believing in GOD, nor was he punished 
for something that he did against God, but he was 
tested and he suffered greatly.  Why? 

 

The answer to that question is rather complex but 
really can be boiled down to one point…He is God.  
We as his servants cannot begin to fathom how God 
governs the universe but our faith in Him dictates that 
we trust He has our best interest at heart.  For what is 
faith without trust? 
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In the book of Matthew Chapter 11 verse 28 (KJV), 
Jesus says “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give your rest.”  We are to learn 
faith and trust to go to Jesus as we face our trials, as 
we suffer, for Job as well appealed to God.  Matthew 
11:29 “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I 
am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls.”   And verse 30:  “For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light.” 

 

Matthew Henry’s commentary puts all of this nicely:  
“…Nor need we fear his yoke. His commandments are 
holy, just, and good. It requires self-denial, and 
exposes to difficulties, but this is abundantly repaid, 
even in this world, by inward peace and joy. It is a 
yoke that is lined with love. So powerful are the 
assistances he gives us, so suitable the 
encouragements, and so strong the consolations to be 
found in the way of duty, that we may truly say, it is a 
yoke of pleasantness. The way of duty is the way of 
rest. The truths Christ teaches are such as we may 
venture our souls upon. Such is the Redeemer's 
mercy; and why should the labouring and burdened 
sinner seek for rest from any other quarter? Let us 
come to him daily, for deliverance from wrath and 
guilt, from sin and Satan, from all our cares, fears, and 
sorrows.” 

  

                                                    JC 

1 Peter 2:20  (KJV) 



Puzzle Club News 
We are building a community of people who want to explore more of God’s word, 
to strengthen their faith and their walk with Christ.  This is your chance to offer 
your input and insight to our lessons each month.  Just give us a shout with your 
thoughts and suggestions to jc@christianpuzzlebooks.com 

To be obedient to God we need to know what He expects. To do this we as Christians need to 
study His word...the Bible. We offer fun tools to help with your Bible study.  
Christianpuzzlebooks.com 



Answers to Puzzles 
Puzzle One –  1 Peter 4  Puzzle Two –   James 1 

Puzzle Three – James 5 
   

Puzzle Four –  2 Corinthians 4  

Word Find  


